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19 August 1857

Holland, Michigan

In a report in De Hollander of this date, the editor waxed eloquently that Rev. Mbertus C. Van
Raalte has returned from his eleven week trip out East. During his absence, the Revs. Cornelius
Vander Meulen, Peter Oggel, Seine Bolks, and John Van Vleck, conducted the worship services
at the First Reformed Church. On his first Sunday back in the pulpit, Van Raalte preached on
Psalm 78.1-8. "Our readers know the convincing power of his sermons...." The listeners were
visibly touched by his message.
In Dutch; translated by Simone Kennedy, July, 2002.
Original in the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College.

1857, 08-19

Translation by Simone Kennedy

De Hollander, 19 August 1857
LI. zondag voormiddag...

Last Sunday afternoon the church in this town was blessed to once again hear her beloved
pastor, the Rev. A.C. Van Raalte, who was in satisfactory health after having been absent
for 11 weeks — during which time our worship services were led by the Revs. Van der

Meulen, Oggel, Bolks and Van Vleck. Although it was a rainy and cold day, the
congregation gathered en masse, as usual. He started off with a warm and powerful
prayer of thanksgiving and supplication, after which he preached on the first eight verses
of Psalm 78. Our readers know the convincing power of his sermons, and if they check
the [verses] carefully, they may be able to understand the calling of the human being, and
especially the Christian, in the world. Many of the listeners, young and old, fathers,
mothers and children, were not only visibly touched and admonished, but also
encouraged and inspired to start this highly important task or to doubly increase their
efforts. May he continue to be blessed with devotion, power and talents, so that he may
continue to work out his important and extensive calling in our midst!
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